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Save yourself from shock
WIREMASTERS

BY KENT CROOK
President, Wiremasters Electric
May  is
national
Electrical
Safety

Month, a
good time
to remind
ourselves
of ways to
treat elec-
tricity
w it h
- respect.
We take electricity for granted
because it’s part of our homes, busi-
nesses and public buildings, but care-
lessness in the use of it in our homes
and at the worksite can result in seri-
ous injury, fires and possibly even
death. Most electrical accidents come
from one of the following factors —
unsafe equipment or installation,
unsafe environment or unsafe work
practices.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY IN THE HOME
INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING
REMINDERS:

* Use only appliances and equip-
ment approved by Underwriters
Laboratories. (Look for the UL listing
on the label).

* Keep all radios, hair dryers and
other appliances secured or out of
bathrooms. Hair dryers should never
be used near water-filled tubs and
sinks. Teach your children that elec-
tricity and water don’t mix.

* Don’t overload electrical outlets. If
your TV picture shrinks or flickers

when major appliances are turned on
or if you notice that fuses or circuit
breakers blow out frequently, then you
should have your circuits and wiring
checked.

* Never unplug or carry an appliance
by its cord. Don’t run cords under car-
pets or furniture. The cords can over-
heat and/or become frayed.

* Teach your children not to poke
things into electrical outlets, toasters
or any other appliance, whether
they’re on or off.

OUTDOOR SAFETY REMINDERS
FOR YOUR HOME INCLUDE:

* Keep all ladders and tools at least
10 feet away from any power lines.
Put up ladders only when you have
work to do. Make sure that if the lad-
der fell, it would not contact any
power lines or electrical equipment.

* Any outdoor outlets should be on a
circuit that is protected by a ground
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). These
are required in newer homes in bath-
rooms, garages, outdoors and near
sinks. GFCIs can be added as a tempo-
rary plug-in adapter, added as a
replacement outlet or installed as a
circuit breaker. Check with your elec-
trician for options.

* Teach your children not to fly kites
near power lines or around electrical
substations.

* Teach your children not to climb or
play in trees if there are power lines
nearby or lines touching or growing
through the branches.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY IN YOUR WORK-
PLACE INCLUDES REMINDERS SUCH
AS:

* Train of all employees to make
them thoroughly familiar with safety
procedures for their jobs.

* Use insulating protective equip-
ment.

* Properly maintain tools that help
protect workers against electric haz-
ards. When a defect is found in a tool,
it should be removed from service and
tagged so that no one will use it until
it has been repaired or replaced.

* Where extension cords are used,
make sure that they are factory-assem-
bled, three-wire type cord sets.

* Do not remove cords from recepta-
cles by pulling on the cords them-
selves.

* Use double-insulated tools and
equipment that are distinctively
marked.

* Visually inspect all electrical
equipment before use. Remove from
service tools with frayed cords, miss-
ing ground prongs, cracked tool cas-
ings, etc.

Although Electrical Safety Month
only comes once a year, it’s important
for you to pay attention to the basic
safety rules all year long. Your life
depends on it.

Kent Crook is president of
Wiremasters Electric. Contact him at
305-378-4011 or visit <www.kcwire-

masters.com> for more information.



